Margaret A. Moore


Dr. Moore recently retired from the University of the District of Columbia where she served as a professor in the Department of Criminal Justice, Sociology and Social Work.  She was best known for the development and execution of community based learning forums to address such issues as prison rape, domestic violence, social justice for youth and the impact of failed drug policies on African-American families and criminal justice practice.   

Dr. Moore is a leader and pioneer in the field of corrections with more than twenty-five years of senior management and executive level experience.  She was the first woman in the history of the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections to serve as Superintendent of an all male prison, and later became the first to serve as Deputy Commissioner.  In 1994 she was appointed Director of the District of Columbia Department of Corrections making her the first, and to date the only woman to head the prison system in the nations’ capital.  In that capacity she managed a complex prison and jail system, and served as the District’s liaison to key U.S. congressional and senate leaders, as well as city council committees regarding District of Columbia correctional policies, programs and budgets. 

Over the course of her career Dr. Moore has been honored by numerous professional organizations for her work in the field of corrections, academia and community service.  She was presented with the Living Legacy Award by the Association for the Study of African American Life and History in 2013 for her trailblazing work in criminal justice and academia.  More recently, in 2014 she received the University of the District of Columbia, College of Arts and Sciences’ Advocacy Award for engaging public policy makers, scholars, students, formerly incarcerated citizens and community activists in open debates about the importance of early education as a strategy for the prevention of crime and delinquency. 

Dr. Moore holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Child Development, a Master of Social Work, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology.
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