HONORABLE MARY JANE BOWES

Judge Mary Jane Bowes is a judge on the Superior Court of Pennsylvania, an intermediate appellate court of general jurisdiction.  Judge Bowes was elected to the bench in November 2001, and was reelected in November 2011 for another ten-year term.  She served as the statewide Administrative Wiretap Judge from 2002-2004 and was reappointed in that capacity in 2014.

As a Superior Court judge, Judge Bowes has heard and decided thousands of cases dealing with such matters as criminal law, family law, custody and divorce, termination of parental rights, juvenile adjudications, property law, medical malpractice, contract and construction disputes, and personal injury cases.  In addition to her duties in court, Judge Bowes has been a continuing legal education course planner and lecturer for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, the Pennsylvania Bar Association, American Inns of Court, and numerous county bar associations. She has published several articles pertaining to the Superior Court, including one advocating for online access to Superior Court unpublished memoranda.  

Judge Bowes is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association, and served on its Professional Ethics and Appellate Practice Committees.  She is also a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and is past Co-Chair of the Appellate Advocacy Committee.  In 2008, she was awarded a Special Achievement Award by the Pennsylvania Bar Association for her work on that committee.  She previously served as co-president of the Women’s Bar Association of Western Pennsylvania and for many years produced the Color of Justice Program to introduce high school girls to leading women jurists in Allegheny County. Judge Bowes recently initiated a pro bono appellate program to provide legal representation to family law litigants who cannot afford counsel.

Active in community affairs, Judge Bowes currently chairs the St. Anthony Charitable Foundation, and sits on the Council of Trustees of Bloomsburg University, the Board of Trustees of the Allegheny County Medical Society Foundation, and the Board of Governors of the University of Pittsburgh Law Alumni Association.  She is a former Board member of the Allegheny County Finance and Development Commission, St. Clair Memorial Hospital,  and numerous other charitable and civic organizations. She was named Woman of the Year in 2007 by the University of Pittsburgh Law Women’s Association for her work on the Color of Justice Program.

Judge Bowes received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Georgetown University in 1976 and  her law degree from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1979.  After graduating from law school, Judge Bowes worked as an appellate law clerk for the Superior and Supreme Courts and thereafter was engaged in the private practice of law. In 1996, Judge Bowes was elected to membership in the Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County.  In 1997, she was honored by Governor Tom Ridge with Pennsylvania’s Best 50 Women in Business Award.

Judge Bowes is the mother of three children.  Her chambers are located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

