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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2018
Yount Presented with Medal of Valor
Harrisburg, PA – At a ceremony attended by nearly 200 Department of Corrections officials, Secretary John Wetzel presented 13 employees with awards as part of the agency’s celebration of “Corrections Employee Week in Pennsylvania.”

Barry Yount, corrections officer 1 at SCI Pine Grove received the DOC’s Medal of Valor.
On Saturday, June 17, 2017, Yount was fishing with his brother-in-law at Yellow Creek State Park in Indiana County. 
Around 8 p.m., as they were packing up their gear to leave, Yount and his brother-in-law, noticed a family launching a canoe into the water. A short time later, they heard faint cries of help. 
Yount spotted an overturned canoe about 75 yards out from the water’s edge and, without hesitation, dove into the water and swam toward the canoe. All three members of the family were in the water, including a young boy wearing a life vest, and two adults – one of whom was in distress. 

While helping the adult in distress, Yount assured the young boy that he would immediately return to help him. After using life saving techniques to pull the drowning adult to safety, he went back in to help the young boy. His brother-in-law helped the other adult retrieve the overturned canoe.

A retired U.S. Marine, Yount has been with the Department of Corrections since 2009. He was promoted to corrections officer 1 in 2010 and is currently employed at SCI Pine Grove.
Yount enlisted in the Marines after graduating from Marion Center Area High School. After completing USMC Boot Camp, Yount attended the Marine’s School of Infantry and Basic Security Guard School. Assigned to the Security Force Battalion, he was a member of the 3/2 Lima Company Infantry Battalion and the 1/8 Charlie Company Infantry Battalion. During his military career, Yount also earned 30 credits through the American Military University.
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