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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2018
Grunder Recognized for Outstanding Performance
Harrisburg, PA – At a ceremony attended by nearly 200 Department of Corrections officials, Secretary John Wetzel presented 13 employees with awards as part of the agency’s celebration of “Corrections Employee Week in Pennsylvania.”

Lieutenant Walter Grunder has worked at SCI Graterford since 1991, but most recently, he has been a member of the SCI Phoenix Transition Team where he is responsible for developing policies, procedures and emergency plans for the new institution, plus tour guide for legislators, judges, law enforcement and staff from other facilities, and historian.
A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Grunder served from 1986 to 1990. After joining the department the following year, he was promoted to sergeant in 1994 and lieutenant in 1996. In 2004, he was appointed as the Critical Incident Manager at SCI Graterford. 
Grunder has been instrumental in developing the Radiological Emergency Response Team framework and Critical Incident Management policies. As the senior Critical Incident Manager for the department, Grunder serves as a mentor and guide for other CIMs at other facilities. He has been instrumental as an Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officer at the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency during statewide emergencies. 
From 1990 to 2005, Grunder also served as a volunteer firefighter, working his way through the ranks up to chief. He is also a state-level Incident Command System instructor.
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