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Varner Presented with Mentor of the Year Award
Harrisburg, PA – At a ceremony attended by nearly 200 Department of Corrections officials, Secretary John Wetzel presented 13 employees with awards as part of the agency’s celebration of “Corrections Employee Week in Pennsylvania.”

Amy Varner, unit manager at SCI Pine Grove, received the DOC’s Mentor of the Year award.

Varner has been named Mentor of the Year for consistently helping others, actively recruiting both new mentors and mentees, and serving as a role model to both officers and staff assigned to her housing units.  
Described as having an admirable work ethic, diligently doing the right thing all the time, and maintaining a positive interaction with both staff and inmates, Varner’s sense of humor helps defuse stressful situations and make problems more manageable. 
After graduating from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Varner worked with individuals with mental health issues for five years before joining the Department of Corrections in 1998. She started as a counselor at SCI Greene, then transferred to SCI Greensburg in 2001. Six years later, Varner was promoted to unit manager. When SCI Greensburg closed in 2013, Varner transferred to SCI Pine Grove. 
Varner’s mentee said she has appreciated the help adjusting to working in a correctional institution. Varner, she added, has provided insight and on-point information on managing situations as they arise. 
Part of the mentoring committee since 2014, Varner now serves as the committee co-chairman. She is also the Certified Peer Support Specialist supervisor and serves on the Young Adult Offender committee.
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