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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2018
Fraley Receives DOC’s Thomas Fulcomer Award
Harrisburg, PA – At a ceremony attended by nearly 200 Department of Corrections officials, Secretary John Wetzel presented 13 employees with awards as part of the agency’s celebration of “Corrections Employee Week in Pennsylvania.”

Josh Fraley, corrections activities specialist at the State Correctional Institution at Laurel Highlands, was awarded the Thomas Fulcomer Award.

Fraley is the epitome of a team player. 
Many times he has pulled members of the staff together to work on department and labor relations bargaining issues.
He serves as the cool-minded team leader for all bargaining unit issues and is able to lead his peers toward constructive solutions when the bargaining unit is in need of sound advice and direction. 
Fraley often pulls double and triple duty, covering inmate activities when other staff members are pulled away for other responsibilities. 
He does all this knowing that the time he sacrifices will probably go unrecognized and he will never gain attention for volunteering for high profile department programs. Still, he knows that without his sacrifice, other staff members couldn’t be released to volunteer. 

In addition to regular program supervision, nearly half of all able-bodied residents at SCI Laurel Highlands can be found attending one of Fraley’s programs. Managing the largest number of call-outs in the facility is in itself an overwhelming, time-consuming endeavor.

Fraley is on duty, working alone, every morning Monday through Friday. Throughout the winter months, Fraley has to share the facility with Security. Nevertheless, Fraley is able to keep all programs running efficiently in structured activities as well as open gym time. 

He has never received a review with less-than-outstanding rating and his commitment to the Department of Corrections and the facility is unrivaled. 

A graduate of Penn State University with a high school teacher’s certification, Fraley worked as a carpenter for 11 years and briefly taught at Rockview Area High School (where he had attended) before joining the department. 

He started as a stock clerk at SCI Somerset in September 2011 and was promoted to corrections activities specialist three months later.  

In his spare time, Fraley works with his church’s youth group and volunteers with a Special Olympic mentoring program.
The Thomas Fulcomer Award is named for a beloved DOC deputy secretary who died in 2002 following a battle with Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The award winner is someone who:

· is dedicated to working for the DOC
· dedicated to co-workers, inmates, family and community
· serves as a positive role model 
· is well-respected and well-liked by all; 
· takes the time during a busy schedule to really listen and get to know others
· believes in teamwork and works as part of that team
· has an exceptional work history
· is a compassionate, thoughtful, kind person
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