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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 22, 2019
Department of Corrections Secretary Addresses Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce Board Members
Harrisburg, PA – This afternoon, Department of Corrections (DOC) Secretary John Wetzel addressed board members of the Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce to talk about the department, its goals and accomplishments and current programs to help inmates, family members and communities. 
“We have so many exciting programs to discuss,” Wetzel said. “Meeting with chambers of commerce and other groups and organizations allows me to share the accomplishments of our employees, many of whom are dedicated to helping the nearly 19,000 men and women who return home from prison each year to live crime-free lives.”

Wetzel discussed Clean Slate – which allows for the sealing of nonviolent criminal records of individuals who have been crime free for at least 10 years, removing difficulties such as securing employment. Governor Tom Wolf signed Clean Slate legislation in 2018, making Pennsylvania the first state with this law.
Workforce initiatives are of great interest to the DOC as its employees work to provide inmates with skills that will lead to life-sustaining jobs post incarceration. In 2018, Gov. Tom Wolf introduced his PAsmart Workforce Development initiative, which is aimed at connecting Pennsylvanians – including former inmates – with resources for working and training in Pennsylvania. PAsmart will realign the state’s workforce development programs to connect the workforce with employers who need skilled employees.

Wetzel also spoke about the DOC’s Commercial Driver’s License Program, where inmates take classroom instruction that is then followed by computer simulation work. Upon release from prison, inmates only have to take the actual driving exam to be on the road to trucking employment.

He also discussed the DOC’s vocational programs, especially the Culinary Arts Program, where inmates earn ServSafe certification while learning the basics of culinary arts, making them employable in the food industry upon release from prison.

Other topics discussed included the DOC’s Career Pathways and the DOC’s partnership with the PA Department of Banking and Securities, which has an employee on loan to the DOC who visits every prison to teach inmates about financial matters.

Learn more about these and other programs at www.cor.pa.gov.
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