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Department of Corrections Recognizes Crime Victims’ Rights Week with Activities, Events at Every Facility 
 

Harrisburg, PA –The Department of Corrections is recognizing Crime Victims’ Rights Week (April 8-12) by incorporating awareness of the week into institutional programming and activities at all 25 state prisons and state community corrections centers. 
 

“Crime Victims’ Rights Week is a time when inmates in all Pennsylvania prisons are asked to recognize the consequences of their actions and give something back to those who were victimized,” said Corrections Secretary John Wetzel. 
 

State prison officials have organized fund-raisers for victims’ services groups and service day activities, and facilities are holding impact-of-crime classes and providing presentations from crime victims, among other activities and events.
 

“Each year we set aside time to reflect upon the harm done to our crime victims in Pennsylvania,” said Jennifer Storm, Pennsylvania’s Victim Advocate. “While crime victims are at the center of the work we do, it’s important to designate this time specifically to acknowledge them. I am proud to say that for four years in a row all of our state institutions and community corrections centers are doing something to honor crime victims. When we actively engage in repairing the harm done, we pave the way for fewer crime victims.”  
Awareness activities, which vary from facility to facility, include:
· Artwork, creative posters, creative writing and poem contests 
· Victim-related movies and quotes shown on the inmate TV system
· Inmate fundraising and donation events that benefit crime victims’ agencies 
· Shortened Impact of Crime course offered to general population inmates 
· Guest speakers and ceremonies held in facility chapels/gymnasiums 

· Incorporation of crime victims’ rights into substance use disorder groups 
· Days of Responsibility held at several prisons 
· Visits and presentations by the Office of Victim Advocate staff 
· Staff wearing teal ribbons to raise awareness 
· A 5k run to benefit a local crisis shelter 
· Planting annuals in honor of crime victims
· Participation in community service projects

 

For more information on DOC or OVA visit www.cor.pa.gov or www.ova.pa.gov
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