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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 25, 2019
Department of Corrections Offers Inmates Training and Skills for Successful Reentry
Harrisburg, PA – Earlier today, Governor Tom Wolf highlighted job training proposals that will grow Pennsylvania’s economy when he participated in a ribbon cutting for the state of the art heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) training lab in Philadelphia.
The Department of Corrections noted that through its Bureau of Correction Education, nine of the state’s 25 prisons offer HVAC programs, which result in inmates earning National Center for Construction Education & Research (NCCER) certificates.

“Under Gov. Wolf’s leadership, reentrants from Pennsylvania’s correctional facilities are having better chances at receiving training that will set them on the path of success once released from prison,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said. “The governor understands the importance of successful reentry and the benefits of continued training for reentrants.
“Every year the DOC releases 19,000 individuals back into their communities following incarceration. While these individuals are committed to our care and custody, we work to provide them with a variety of educational and vocational programs to teach them skills that they can use after incarceration to obtain and keep life-sustaining jobs.”

In addition to HVAC, the DOC offers a vocational education programs that range from auto mechanics/tech to barber/cosmetology and from flagger to warehouse operations. A complete listing can be viewed at www.cor.pa.gov.  
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