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Veteran Corrections Employee Named Waymart Superintendent

Harrisburg, PA – Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel recently appointed Kevin Ransom, a 23-year corrections veteran, as superintendent at the State Correctional Institution (SCI) Waymart. The appointment was effective February 17.

“Along with members of the new leadership team at Waymart, Kevin has advanced through a variety of management positions in the DOC,” said DOC Executive Deputy Secretary Shirley Moore Smeal. “Throughout his career, Kevin has gained the knowledge and experience necessary to become an exceptional administrator and corrections expert. I am confident that he and his team of experienced managers will serve SCI Waymart’s employees and inmate population in an exceptional manner.”

Ransom began his career with the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections as a corrections officer at SCI Graterford in 1995 and was promoted through the officer ranks at SCIs Dallas and Muncy. He also worked as a lieutenant and captain for the Bureau of Community Corrections and as a criminal investigator with the DOC’s Office of Special Investigations and Intelligence before being named deputy superintendent for centralized services at SCI Retreat in 2016. He most recently served as deputy superintendent for facility management at SCI Muncy. 

Ransom was a parole agent with the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole. Since 1992, he has served as a police officer for several Luzerne County police departments and continues to serve the Courtdale Boro Police Department. Ransom is a member of the Luzerne County D.U.I. Task Force and is a former member of the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Drug Task Force. He is a graduate of Grand Army of Republic (G.A.R.) Memorial High in Wilkes-Barre, attended Lackawanna College and is a graduate of the Pennsylvania Municipal Police Officers Training Academy.

As superintendent of SCI Waymart, which opened in 1989, Ransom is responsible for almost 700 employees and approximately 1,500 inmates. Waymart specializes in housing inmates with mental health needs. The facility houses the department's Forensic Treatment Center, a unit which houses mentally ill inmates who require inpatient psychiatric care and treatment.

Joining Ransom as part of the new management team at SCI Waymart is James Cirelli, who serves as deputy superintendent for facility management. Cirelli has more than 28 years of DOC service, most recently serving as major at SCI Dallas. He began his DOC career in 1990 as a corrections officer at SCI Waymart.

Norm Demming continues to serve as deputy superintendent for centralized services. Demming has served in this capacity since 2017. He previously served as deputy superintendent at SCI Dallas, where he began his DOC career as a corrections counselor in 1990.
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