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Department of Corrections Holds “Financial Reality Fair” for Reentrants 
Harrisburg, PA - As part of its ongoing effort to improve the transition from prison to the community, the Department of Corrections today held its first “Financial Reality Fair” for 70 reentrants currently housed at the Harrisburg Community Corrections Center.

The fair, held in partnership with Department of Banking and the Department of Labor & Industry’s CareerLink initiative and the Pennsylvania Credit Union Association, was aimed at  improving the financial literacy of those coming out of prison by teaching participants how to plan a budget, while helping them achieve their career goals by focusing on job skills.

“Properly managing money and budgeting one’s finances is a hurdle for many people, especially those coming out of correctional facilities,” said Executive Deputy Secretary of Corrections Shirley Moore Smeal. “Providing these individuals with the basics of financial literacy will ensure they return to the community on a stronger footing and increase the chances of future success.” 
The fair helped reentrants learn how to manage a “real life” budget, including paying for rent and utilities, their court costs, restitution and, for many, child support. There were financial counselors on hand to assist the reentrants as they moved through the workshop, managing life expenses.
“The financial services marketplace is growing increasingly complex, and Pennsylvanians are asking for more information on issues such as banking services, credit, saving for retirement, and buying a home,” said Secretary of Banking and Securities Robin L. Wiessmann. “Through the Reality Fair we are pleased to work with our partners to give Pennsylvania residents the tools they need to make good decisions with their money and achieve financial independence.”
“Pennsylvania’s more than 60 PA CareerLink locations across the state are available to offer personalized help to all job seekers, and the Financial Reality Fair is a great way to introduce fair visitors to the many services to help them identify skills and choose a career path that is rewarding both personally and financially,” said Labor & Industry Secretary Kathy Manderino.

In a cooperative agreement with the Department of Banking and Securities, the DOC has for the first time brought on an outreach specialist from banking to work fulltime with institutions and community corrections centers to hold financial workshops covering banking basics and budgeting.
The event was one of many programs held during the month of March that focus on financial topics as part of Governor Tom Wolf’s Consumer Financial Protection Initiative.  
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