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Victim Speaks to Coal Twp. Employees, Inmates

Coal Township, PA -- On April 23, in honor of Crime Victim’s Rights Week, SCI Coal Township introduced a special guest speaker, Erica Clark, from a distinct group of people called, “Resilient Voices.”  This group is based out of the Office of Victim Assistance (OVA).  
Clark explained she had been asked to participate in a documentary titled, “Finding Jen’s Voice.”  This documentary is about a pregnant woman who was shot and killed by her lover in Lehigh County, Pa.   During Clark’s research preparing for the documentary, she discovered that homicide is the leading cause of death of pregnant women.  She found this very alarming, and as she researched further, she discovered a link to OVA and the group “Resilient Voices.”  Clark said she had always wanted to speak out about being the victim of violent crimes and felt that she could use her negative experience to do something positive.

More than 50 inmates and 25 employees attended the presentation and sat captivated as Clark shared her own story of being a young woman involved with an abusive boyfriend and the struggles she went through feeling as though it was her fault.  Clark was able to move past the relationship and went to college.  One night, during her senior year, while walking across campus at nighttime, she was attacked and savagely raped by another student.  Clark shared how her own parents were overcome with grief and blamed themselves for not protecting her.  She said that was a turning point for her in her fight against violent crime.  
“You don’t have the right to make my dad cry,” Clark said.  
She spoke about how her struggles affected her family and even her marriage, eventually leading to divorce.  She told the inmates that in order for the forgiveness progress to begin, they first have to forgive themselves and to be more than the DOC letters written on their backs.  Clark was willing to take questions from the audience.  Following her presentation, she was presented with a certificate of appreciation from Superintendent Vincent Mooney for her unwavering efforts for victims of violent crimes. 
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