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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 12, 2015
Update on Status of SCI Albion Water Issue
Albion, PA – Repairs to the water tower at the State Correctional Institution at Albion were completed last night, and the water tower is now being filled.  
“I am so pleased that this situation is nearing resolution,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said.  “Albion’s staff and the various contractors have been working around the clock since Sunday to ensure prison operations continued with the least amount of disruption possible.”

Wetzel noted that while the prison was operating during this situation under a limited state of emergency, at no time was the general prison population locked down and all inmate needs have been and continue to be met.

“I really want to recognize the leadership of Superintendent Nancy Giroux and her team. There's really no blueprint for situations like this. The manner in which this situation was managed will serve as a model for us moving forward,” Wetzel said.
While the tower continues to fill with water, officials already have restored water to three housing units.  Prison officials continue to provide bottled water for consumption, and portable toilets were provided previously.  In addition, six shower tents were set up last night.

Once the water tower is filled, officials will chlorinate the water and test the levels.  Once levels are appropriate, air and debris will be flushed from the system.  

“While repairs are completed, there still remains significant work before we can begin using the system at full capacity,” Wetzel said.  “Again, we cannot say how long this work will take, but we are pleased with this positive result and continue to work toward a final resolution.”

DOC and SCI Albion staff would like to recognize the cooperation and response from the community, vendors and emergency services agencies.

Please note that inmate visits are scheduled to resume tomorrow, March 13.
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