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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

December 11, 2015
SCI Coal Township Reports Inmate Death
Coal Township, PA – Superintendent Vince Mooney, reported today that inmate John Wayne Grove, 54, was found unresponsive in his cell at approximately 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 10, 2015.  

Prison staff immediately responded and provided life-saving measures until facility medical personnel arrived.  These measures -- AED and CPR protocol -- continued until relieved by ALS personnel who performed an EKG. Grove was pronounced dead by a hospital physician at 9:15 p.m.
Inmate Grove was convicted in 2009 of sexual abuse of children in Northumberland County and sentenced to five to 17 years in prison. He had been housed at SCI Coal Township since April 2013. 

As is the case with all inmate deaths, the institution notified the Pennsylvania State Police and the county coroner, who, by policy, will conduct an investigation. The official cause of death will be determined by the Northumberland County coroner.

The inmate’s next-of-kin has been notified.   

Media contact: Trisha Kelley, 570-644-7890
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