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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Somerset Employee Receives Departmental Award
Somerset, PA – Albert J. Rummell III, a corrections officer at the State Correctional Institution at Somerset, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for an act of heroism.

Rummell was driving home from work last June when he saw a tree fall on a vehicle traveling in the oncoming lane. Upon impact, the car traveled across the road and crashed head on into a utility pole.
Rummell called 911 as he pulled his vehicle to the side of the road, telling the dispatcher that there appeared to be multiple injuries, including the driver who was unresponsive.

A pregnant woman got out of the vehicle, screaming for her children still trapped in the back seat of the wreckage.

Rummell pulled a 3-year-old girl from the back seat of the car and carried her to a nearby ambulance. A second motorist stopped to help and removed another little girl from the car.

When Rummell walked back to the damaged car, he learned that two children had died in the accident.

In the days that followed the fatal traffic accident, Rummell attended the funeral services and continued to stay in contact with the family. He helped community efforts to collect $15,000 for the family.

A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Rummell earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Phoenix. He worked at several area businesses before joining the Department of Corrections’ staff in 2009. 

He has worked in SCI Somerset’s restricted housing unit and was also an acting corrections counselor 1 at SCI Somerset from August 2013 to January 2014.  

During the holidays, Rummell and his wife buy food gifts for local police and firefighters as well as helping less fortunate families with the Salvation Army. They are also in the final phase of earning approval to become foster parents. 

MEDIA CONTACT: Heidi Sroka, PIO, 814-443-8100
# # #

