[image: image1.jpg]pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Cambridge Springs Employee Receives Departmental Award
Cambridge Springs, PA – Tony Rentz, optical lab supervisor at the State Correctional Institution at Cambridge Springs, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Outstanding Performance Award.

After 24 years working as an optician, Tony Rentz decided to share his knowledge with the inmates at SCI Cambridge Springs, teaching them the skills to earn a good career and build a better life.  

Rentz, a licensed optician, joined the Department of Corrections in 2008 as Correctional Industries Optical Lab supervisor, developing a unique and successful program.  The program begins with a six-month course in the education department.  If selected, inmates have the opportunity to work in the optical lab for two years.

In addition, inmates learn accounting, data entry, inventory tracking, shipping and receiving. They learn how to perform maintenance and repairs on equipment, read prescriptions, billing methods, codes and forms to familiarize them with various insurance companies. 

As a bonus, inmates have the opportunity to take a computerized exam through the American Board of Opticianry to earn certification – giving them an added advantage to find employment upon release. 

Rentz recently located an optical company in eastern Pennsylvania interested in hiring ex-offenders. After a number of telephone interviews, the company, impressed with their knowledge and expertise, notified the inmates that they would have a job waiting for them upon release. 

In addition to this impressive program, Rentz has a number of additional duties at SCI Cambridge Springs. He is the assistant team leader of the Hostage Negotiation Team, serves on the empowerment and employees’ week committees, assists with vulnerability analysis assignments, guides tours through the facility and takes on additional accreditation tasks.

Described as a kind, compassionate and considerate man, outside of work Rentz is active in two motorcycle charitable organizations, the Pride Motorcycle Group and the Harley Owners Club. He also coordinates an annual shoe drive, “Soles for Souls,” for less fortunate persons. 

Last November, Rentz was on his way to work when he came upon a two-car crash where both drivers were injured. After calling for an ambulance, Rentz stayed at the scene to keep the individuals calm until emergency personnel arrived. He contacted the family of one of the injured drivers, a teenage girl, and assisted the other, a co-worker at SCI Cambridge Springs. 

MEDIA CONTACT: Amy Boylan, PIO, 814-398-5400
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