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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Laurel Highlands Employee Receives Departmental Award
Somerset, PA – Michelle Houser, classification program manager at the State Correctional Institution at Laurel Highlands, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Outstanding Performance Award.

Houser has continually demonstrated a strong work ethic and a commitment to helping others throughout her DOC career, which she began as a counselor at SCI Houtzdale in 1998.  There, she facilitated the Thinking for a Change, Batterer’s Group and Impact of Crime programs. 

In 2004, she became a drug & alcohol treatment specialist supervisor, working on policy revision, alcohol and other drugs curriculum and quality assurance committees. 

Two years later, Houser was promoted to unit manager at SCI Cresson in the Special Needs Unit and Secure Special Needs Unit (SSNU). In 2013, she became a unit manager at SCI Smithfield and, last year, she was named to her current position at SCI Laurel Highlands. 

Houser’s strong leadership and communication skills, professionalism and a vast knowledge of alcohol and other drugs, psychology and counseling, have made her a valuable staff member.

She was on the planning committee for the development of the Crisis Intervention Training program where she assisted in writing the curriculum and was one of the original instructors for the course. 

Houser volunteered to become a part of the Certified Peer Support Specialist Program and is one of only five DOC Certified Associate Facilitators through Recovery Innovations. 

In addition to her many assignments, Houser has used her experience as a unit manager on the SSNU to become a committee member in rewriting the Secure Residential Treatment Unit policy. 

In her spare time, Houser has been involved in the Make a Wish program for more than 15 years in Blair, Cambria and Huntingdon counties. She has done everything from liaison with the families to organizing fund-raising events. Houser also volunteers with the Ronald McDonald House in Pittsburgh and the Central Pennsylvania Humane Society. 

A graduate of Penn State University with a degree in psychology, she earned a master’s degree in counseling from Indiana University. Prior to joining the DOC she worked as a caseworker for Cambria County Children and Youth Services and as a behavior specialist.
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