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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
DOC Training Academy Employee Receives Departmental Award
Elizabethtown, PA – Shane Hiner, food service manager at the Department of Corrections’ Training Academy in Elizabethtown, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for an act of heroism.
Hiner’s experience in the restaurant business is evident every day at the Department of Corrections’ Training Academy.  But it wasn’t Hiner’s outstanding culinary skills that earned him the nomination for this year’s Medal of Valor, it was another essential skill that saved a woman’s life.

Hiner, the food service manager at the Training Academy, was having dinner with his family at a Harrisburg area restaurant on Feb. 24, 2015, when he noticed an elderly woman choking at a nearby table.

The woman’s daughter, not knowing what to do, began to panic. 

Hiner, realizing what was happening and recognizing the woman’s distress, immediately got up from his table and began performing abdominal thrusts to remove the object from her throat. After several attempts, the woman’s airway was cleared. 

A short time later, emergency personnel arrived and, after evaluating the 84-year-old woman, sent her home with her family.

When the restaurant manager asked Hiner where he worked and how he learned to react so quickly, proficiently and calmly, Hiner responded proudly, “the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections.’’

For the past 10 years, Hiner has worked as food service manager at the Academy, guiding a successful educational program teaching inmates important culinary re-entry skills.

With a degree in specialized culinary arts technology, Hiner previously worked as the food service supervisor at Harrisburg State Hospital and for several years as the sous chef at area restaurants.

In his spare time, for the past three years, he has also served as a co-leader with the Girl Scouts.   
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