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SCI Rockview Employee Receives Departmental Award
Bellefonte, PA – Elaine Coffman, registered nurse supervisor at the State Correctional Institution at Rockview, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Outstanding Performance Award.

For the past 10 years, Coffman has been the registered nurse supervisor at SCI Rockview, striving to make the work environment and her community a safer, better place to be. 

Coffman is described by her co-workers as “giving, compassionate and passionate in everything she does on a daily basis.’’

One of her most important contributions to the institution is her emergency nursing skills. She not only provides emergency medical care, she ensures that staff members are trained and familiar with all emergency equipment available. 

While her emergency skills are utilized nearly every day, two particular incidents stand out during the past year, both involving attacks on inmates in July 2014.

First, an inmate was observed bleeding and having difficulty breathing. Coffman noted six small puncture wounds on the inmate’s chest, and realizing the severity of the injury, summoned outside emergency personnel. The inmate was ultimately flown to a nearby trauma center and fully recovered from his injuries, which included multiple punctures to his lung and one to his heart. 

The second wounded inmate was slashed on the side of his head, cutting an artery that resulted in significant bleeding. Again, Coffman realized the seriousness of the wound, summoned outside emergency personnel and the inmate survived the attack. 

After earning her nursing degree in New York, Coffman continued her education and graduated from Penn State University. She worked at Centre Community Hospital for 11 years before joining the Department of Corrections in 2000. In 2005, she was promoted from registered nurse to registered nurse supervisor. 

In her spare time, Coffman is active with various Huntingdon County dairy promotion and 4-H activities, Penn State University alumni and nursing mentoring programs, as well as two community volunteer fire companies.
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