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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 21, 2015
Prison Officials Report Inmate Death
Coal Township – SCI Coal Township Superintendent Vincent Mooney reports the death of a Northumberland County Prison, inmate.

At approximately 8:00 PM on Feb. 20, Brandon Menne, 21, of Shamokin, Pa., was discovered hanging in a cell.  Prison staff immediately rendered assistance, and the inmate was life-flighted to Geisinger Medical Center.  
He was pronounced dead today at 2:26 PM.

Menne, was received at the prison on Feb. 20, 2015, on a Feb. 5, 2015, bench warrant for failure to comply with bail supervision requirement on charges of theft by unlawful taking, receiving stolen property.  
Upon reception he was assessed and evaluated for suicide risk, which is protocol for newly received inmates.  He was then placed on the housing unit within the state prison that houses county prison inmates.

The Department of Corrections, the prison superintendent and the county prison warden are working together to fully investigate this event, as is DOC policy, to determine how it was able to happen and how future incidents can be prevented.
As also is policy, the Pennsylvania State Police has been contacted and will investigate the death.

The inmate’s next of kin has been notified.
MEDIA CONTACT:  Susan McNaughton, 717-728-4025 (office); 717-773-7312 (cell)
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