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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Laurel Highlands Employee Receives Departmental Award
Somerset, PA – Rex Beckner, registered nurse/infection control nurse at the State Correctional Institution at Laurel Highlands, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Outstanding Performance Award.

Beckner takes his work seriously and strives to provide the best patient care possible. 

When Beckner began his career with the Department of Corrections in 1999, he immediately demonstrated exceptional clinical knowledge as well as the willingness to mentor others about specialized care with ventilators and other medical equipment. 

He also organized the medical department’s cleaning schedule and monitors water and equipment quality, to enhance and elevate the standards to a hospital-like cleanliness in an effort to reduce infections and improve clinical outcomes.  

Beckner helps train staff members not only in medical areas, but also to vendors, inmates and other infection control nurses. 

Through his skills and insight with program development, Beckner has improved employee safety as well as providing excellent patient care with the inmate population. 

A registered nurse since 1992, Beckner worked in emergency medicine both in hospital and paramedic settings, as well as occupational health, employee health, home health, critical care and general medical-surgical nursing before joining the DOC in 1999. Ten years later, in 2009, Beckner took the position of infection control nurse. 

Last year, Beckner took the initiative to request additional training in wound care certification. Since then, he has become the primary source of instruction, developing treatment and best practices in wound care, making SCI Laurel Highlands the first to facilitate such a program. 

Beckner has also helped improve DOC policies in areas of testing and treatment of tuberculosis, HIV and hepatitis, to achieve maximum patient care. 

Beckner has a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the University of Pittsburgh and a master’s degree in business administration from Frostburg State University. 

One of his three children also is employed by the DOC and, in his spare time, he spends with his four grandchildren, stays active in his church and supports fund raising events at the institution.
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