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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

April 7, 2014
SCI Mercer Litter Crew Helps in Great American Cleanup of PA
Mercer County – SCI Mercer’s Community Work Program will participate in the Great American Cleanup of PA by removing litter from local highways beginning on April 14, 2014 prison Superintendent Brian Thompson announced today.  Cleanup locations will include Interstate 80 and Interstate 79 in Mercer County.
The Community Work Program engages inmates in work projects that benefit non-profit organizations, local communities and other state agencies. The work crew is comprised of inmates who are supervised by a Department of Corrections staff member.  

From July 1, 1995 through June 30, 2013, the program realized a cost reduction of $62 million to the community.  The PennDOT litter pick up program puts inmates from 26 facilities to work.  From July 2003 through June 2013, inmates have worked 1,259,186 hours removing litter from PA highways.

During last year’s Great American Cleanup, 6.1 million pounds of litter was collected from Pennsylvania’s roads, trails and shorelines by more than 137,000 volunteers.   

The 2014 Great American Cleanup of PA began March 1 and will end on May 31, 2014.
Media contact: 
Andrea Shiock, Public Information Officer (724) 662-1837
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Reporters wishing to photograph/film inmate work crews should first contact the state prison public information officer noted above.  Such access will be permitted, but any photography/filming must be done in a way so that no inmate is identifiable (i.e. either taken from a distance, from behind, or of hands/feet, etc.).  The Department of Corrections respectfully requests that no inmate’s face be shown.  Also, interviews with inmates will not be permitted.
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