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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Huntingdon’s Chappell Recognized for Outstanding Performance

Huntingdon – Marcus Chappell, a corrections officer 1 who works at the State Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ outstanding performance award.   
“Since Marcus Chappell joined the Department of Corrections staff in June 1993, he has proven himself to be an exceptional employee, using his expertise in self-defense to improve the security system of SCI Huntingdon,” Superintendent Tabb Bickell said.

Outside of work, Chappell holds a fifth degree black belt in in GoJu Karate, as well as black belts in Tai Kwon Do, Shotokan Karate and Shaolin Kung Fu. He has written and published more than a dozen books and taught numerous classes on personal protection.

When he joined the corrections’ staff, Chappell became a member of the Corrections Emergency Response Team (CERT) and served as an adjunct instructor for CERT at the Training Academy from 1992 to 2003. He is also an instructor in basic and advanced defense tactics, as well as immediate response team and staff trainer.

Chappell was instrumental in the development of the identification procedures for inmates accessing restricted areas which are now used by most facilities. He also developed a uniform training program for correctional officers to ensure they understand responsibilities and security systems at SCI Huntingdon. 

In his spare time, Chappell volunteers his time to improve the lives of Huntingdon County youth through the Karate Kids Program, which offers discipline, guidance and encouragement, as well as the Character Development for Kids Program, providing guidance for positive character development.    

Chappell also works with Juniata College in providing self-defense classes for college students and staff members, as well as developing a defensive tactics policy. He has also taught women’s self-defense clinics in both Huntingdon and Blair counties.
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