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SCI Laurel Highlands’ Bruck  and Lechene Recognized for Outstanding Performance

Somerset – Plumbing Trades Instructor Kevin Bruck and Registered Nurse Supervisor Marjorie Lechene, who both work at the State Correctional Institution at Laurel Highlands, were recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ outstanding performance award.
“We are so lucky to have such a wonderful group of employees who are dedicated to their jobs and the inmates they care for,” said Superintendent Trevor Wingard.  “These two individuals serve as great examples of dedication and commitment.”

Kevin Bruck   

SCI Laurel Highlands is 75 years old and its plumbing challenges are great with the high-pressure steam and older equipment. Luckily, Kevin Bruck, who has been the plumbing trades instructor for the past six years, is dedicated, knowledgeable and talented.  

Although he lives 30 minutes from the prison, Bruck comes to work whenever he is needed, including one day in January, when temperatures dropped to minus 13 degrees and frozen pipes required immediate attention.

He introduced new technology at the institution, suggesting the purchase of a specialized tool for repairing copper pipes. The tool has saved valuable time and money for repairs to the old copper piping system. 

Bruck started in 1999 as a utility plant operator, moving in 2006 to plant mechanic and two years later to his current position as the plumbing trades instructor. 

After graduating from Berlin High School, Bruck joined the U.S. Navy where he served as a nuclear reactor mechanic on the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier.  He is also a volunteer at the New Baltimore Sportman Club and the Field and Stream Club. In his spare time, Bruck restores old cars with his two teenage sons.

Marjorie Lechene
When Marjorie Lechene began working at the Department of Corrections in July 1996, at the inception of the first “Medical Prison Mission,’’ there were 14 inmates housed at the Department of Public Welfare’s South Mountain facility. 

Today, Lechene helps supervise the care at SCI Laurel Highlands, housing nearly 1,600 inmates - 322 of whom are medical cases in the skilled nursing care units and personal care units, including inmates who require special medical equipment and procedures. The prison also houses a 17-bed dialysis unit currently providing services to 67 inmates.

She also helps supervise and oversee 103 corrections’ staff members and 25 vendor staff members in providing medical services to this unique clientele. A mentor and instructor in policies and procedures, Lechene is technically proficient, an engaging educator with experiences in critical care and a specialty in cardiac services.

Described as intelligent, organized, efficient and highly-respected, Lechene’s list of accomplishments includes: 

· Developed policies and procedures specific to SCI Laurel Highlands.

· Established nursing care guidelines to ensure staff is proficient in delivery of services.

· Assistant to health care administrator for policies related to refusal of care, guardianships and data collection. Also helped establish comprehensive hospice program.

· Works closely with the medical director to ensure inmates complaints are addressed timely with clinical accuracy. 

· Resource person to the nursing and vendor staff. Liaison to hospitals and inmate families.

· Integral team member of psychology, security, legal, unit management, dental, medical records, education, activities, parole, food service and clergy. 
Outside the prison, Lechene has volunteered with the American Red Cross on disaster efforts, including Flight 93. She plays the piano and organ at several churches in her community and is active in children’s programs and coordinates fund-raising efforts for co-workers.  A loving mother and grandmother, Lechene also provides daily care for her 90-year-old mother.  

A graduate of the Altoona Mercy School of Nursing, Lechene previously worked at several hospitals, a nursing home and rehabilitation center, as well as psychiatric nurse at Ebensburg Center. She was also medical facility and records examiner for the Department of Health.
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