
Appendix A  PA DOC Risk Screen Tool (RST) 

 Circle appropriate response for each item below:    

B. 1) Offender's age at first arrest?    

  age 16 or older 0  

  age 15 or younger 1  
        

 2) Current age of offender?    

  44 & older 0  

  25 - 43 1  

  24 & younger 2  

        

 3) Prior convictions as an adult?    

  0 0  

  1 1  

  2 or more 2  
        

 4) Sanctioned for behavior in institutional setting?  

  no  0  

  yes  1  
        

 5) Violation of a period of community supervision?  

  no 0  

  yes 1  
        

 6) Failed to attain 12th grade education?    

  no 0  

  yes 1  
        

 7) Drug problem during lifetime?  

  no 0  

  yes 1  
        
     

  Final Score    

     

 

 

 

 



PA DOC Risk Screen Tool – Modified Scoring Instructions 

1. Offender’s age at first arrest?         

Score the age of the offender at the first arrest for any juvenile or adult arrests regardless of the 

disposition. 

2. Current age of offender?               

Score the age of the inmate on the day of assessment. 

3. How many prior convictions as an adult?       

Current offenses are not scored.  Prior adult convictions and convictions for juveniles that were 

certified as adults are scored.  Crime sprees or multiple crimes that were committed during a brief 

time period and were disposed in one continuous sentence are scored as one event or conviction.  

4. Formally or informally sanctioned for behavior problems in an institutional setting?  

Any misconduct or behavior that occurred during a current or prior residence in an 

institutional/correctional setting counts if it resulted in formal or informal resolution including a 

sanction, separation, or transfer.  Institutional settings include prison (federal, state, and county), 

community correction centers or contract facilities, juvenile facilities, and mental health or 

residential commitments in lieu of prison.    

5. Violation of any period of probation, parole, or other court ordered supervision in the 

community? 

Any violations of court ordered community supervision are counted (probation, intermediate 

punishment, parole, community service, residential therapeutic placement, drug court, mental 

health placement in lieu of prison, or bail/bond violations).  These are programs or sentences that 

are normally served in the community and include court ordered supervision. 

6. Failed to attain a 12th grade education? 

Score whether or not the offender graduated from high school or attained a GED during the normal 

age period (age 17 to 19).  Home schooling or alternative placement only counts if it is structured 

like public or private high school 

7. Drug problem during lifetime? 

 

This is not based on the offender’s self-evaluation.  It is based upon the interviewer’s assessment.  

Score whether or not the inmate has ever had an alcohol or other drug problem (defined as having 

a negative impact on a major life area such as work, family, health, finances, criminal behavior, 

etc.).  Note that this does not include a lifetime alcohol problem. 

 


