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tn October 25 I wés essigned as acting Sgt. or G and K

a
blocks. The twe officers working with me were officer-
- who worksd downstzirs svitchbhoX, and_
st approx. 1430 NN

whd worked upstairs switchbox.
received a call on the radio to lock the front door Tto & block

—ee———.2nd_t0 _secure. 21l areas, thig mesni locking everyone up inc= _
Juding tier runners, who dig V'a}riz;us jobs on the block, and

~~— ndt opening Front door even.to inmates ¥ho belonged in the

block. The reason we were told ©o secursa the block was due

to a fev fights breaking out when the ysrd was coming in.

I made a round on the downstairs floor and _
_macie a round upstairs, making sure all inmates vere

"locked in, and seiichboxes were secure. 11 three officers

waited approx. 10 minutes Ffor radio transmissions and further

oréers when a knock and a bang came on the dayroom door bet-—

ween F oand G block. A1l officers recognized the voice which

was _ shouting, "Let me2 in open the door." As we
1eft_en’cer, he stated, "lock this door we have -
10 go into switchbox and lock ourselves in bacause inmates

are in E and ¥ blocks yelling, smashing furaiture, looting

cells, and carrying sticks and pipes, whatever they <an gzrab."
We all did as _o'rdered.' ®e coeld have all gone out
the back door while we had enough of time before inmates -
entered G block but we did not because this would mean leaving
ounr post and we did not kno'v.at the time that this vas
tarning into a full scale riot.

We waited in switchbox for a few minutes, hearing radio
messages that three officers were down, that inmates had
taken K a truck and rammed through commissary doors, then
prb&:eeded i‘ooti;rgg the commissary and rampaging blr:)cks- -
- who was Sgt. on J and H Blogks, went %o E and F to
.sge 1f he could assist officers #nd found oué things were out
of hand. A fev minutes later inmates.started coming from

~F to G block yelling; and smashed the door through. The
‘block's T.¥V. was knocked over céusing it to smash, they then
took wooden benches ramming the. switchbox using keys that they

‘ - had obtained Trom otheér officers, opening all doors upstairs.
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_took the key to the swi chbo*c and Dlacec it

it in the door turning it hals fway se whez inmates stuck key
in from outside it wounld not turn. The;e ¥as a small window
in the steel door tHat immates broke first, trying to push
sticks, pipas, and what have véu in 2t us. We had 2 smaix

~—~"“——beﬁch"in”th§_3wiféhﬁéf that we placed in front of the door . angd

placed a £fiiing cabinet that was quite high on top of the
berch to cover the broXen v*ndow hole. Inmates 1it fires
outside of the Goor using sheeis and cardboard to tzy ana
Smoke us out. All officers decided to flood the floor from

the bathroom sink anG te turn electrical power off in the.

witchbox, we alse took Off our belis and tied them to the

door handle of che switchbox in order to try and secure it.

We were 1n the ;swikchbox fo& approx. 3 nours, we jkept
callzng officzals brying to get help through the back door,
we has phone contact for abount two hours, not only did we
try calling officials we alse tried fo contack other blocks
to see if things were all right. A1l officers were told that
help was on the wWay, and to hang cn for a Few minutes, but

minutes turned into heours. Little 4ig ve xnow that they weould
0% 12t state police through tha m2in gate. Finally, inmate
cui phone wires :nd battery in the radio went dead and we
had nc contact. Whaiis inside the swiﬁchbox,inmates képt yelling
; 7 i t ¥ou, come out, give up, severzl tine igm;tes
¥yelied o _ve are going te kill you. Inmates
kept banging and ba ttering walis at times, then wonld ieave
and go to oither blocks and come bLack. ©&n three occasions we

heard whistles blowing, thinking officers were coming to help,

_but ve dié not open doors and wo found it to be a decoy to get

®s out. AL one point inuates broke walls into switchbox on
F ward dayrcom -side, pekiag shovel handles, pipes, and even

EﬁfDWlng ;Lames at us with & T0rch or a welding cutiter. wWe

tore the bathroom petition apar% to prop against the holes.
We then book water from the toii-i to cuten flames that were
T us , also using Fire extinguishers to hit Fizmes
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and inmates as thev lookad throuirh holesi¥o ses wh
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Fipally on other side of swvitchbox they brcke a hole ini
wall ¥here they could just wa2ik throuvgh. '
As the hole opened I re'“ognized 2 fegv inpates from G
hem to help us.

block, I talked, begged., whatex»nr anté asked t

They-stated they Wouid try to Help DUt would mut promise amy= — = == ———--
thing. Inmates stated for three officers to come out and to

. Tet _in the switchbox. ¥e then agked foxr @&

Tew minutes to talk with each other, three officers agreed to

give in, stated, "I am not letting go of this

key, they are going to kxill us." due to tha threats shouted

at him, we had to actually shake _sevier'al times and

point to the opemning whers inmates could walk throvgh, -

_Tzot rna_r_z_zmg it was there. Fipally we all agreed, 1
stated to lnmabes we are atl coming out or none o©fFf us.

Inmates concaeded and s=23id throw cuffs, radios, a2nd keys out of

opening. When the door apened _ 2n placeé-

in the middle of us fearing for his i1ife. .As we came

out of the switchbox ipmates cuffed 0s and placed sheeis over -

personal items- suah 28 wvalleis,
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our headsg, strinping us from all

rings, L,chns, giassns, flaehlzgn‘,s, etc. "itﬂe did we ¥now

that k;as not cover=2d ard beat—an.

wo were moved past cell blocks on the walkway. TUndexr the.

sheets we <cculd see along the ground way where we were going.

iomates stated they had to take us out to show state police

that they had us as hostages. _Was taicen to £ geate
g

entrance znd three other officers 4o the light pole by kitchen
Z. As I was being moved I had t¥oinmates stay by me, I rec-

2

ognized them by voice. As we stoocd by the light pole I heard .
‘_moaz}ing.and faliing to my '-f—e_ét T edged my-way.- :
to the ground Tand .asked _ if he was okay. _
szid he was -all 'iright but he thought he had some broken ribs

becau‘se he wés hit with something. Inmates took _

clothing off amd put browns on him. Inwabes wanted to do the

same to the rest of vs. I then 28ked the two ixgmates wao siayed

by me $o take us back Lo the block and "stop hitting Gn--

-t A few minwces later they took s to.the front door PR




on G klock and sat us on a bench, then ook the sheets off our

hezds and asked if we wanited 2 drink or food they took £from

the kitchen.. In a hout a haif anm howr I noticed !:.hat_

n
was getting pale and clammy and was in pain. I asked inmates to

——————take—us—into—the dayroomand cv-ar—_-z\r—'?:%h—a«-shee%mer—-—k

blanket. They did ané gseemed to0 lock & iittie
~ better with coler in the face.
¥hile in the dzyroom we locked. thromgh the windows aad could
see officers and state police zvound the perimeter fence. AL

the time 21l inmates in dayroom were £rom G block. We askad

inmates if _Qoul-d ¥ell cut the window and talk o
¢fficlals and tell them who was there andihat we were all okay,
inmates said okay. We sat in the dsyroom for about 1% to 2
houre when vwe ncticed two officers from ¥ biock brought over.and

szt with us.

‘We all sat for a few miuutes no one being harmed when an .

igmate cam in and said we were yoing 0 be released by the

E gate entrarce. All officers presept thought they were goimng

to take us into the yard and beat us. Immates im the bleck - .- .
stated thay all were going to get aroumd us, put us in the

<centter and cover us so 10 one would hit us as we wz2lked by the
. block areas. Inmates escorted us to £ gate house where We were

picked up by prisdm officials, marked off the hostage 1iskt,

takeén to the rear gate to the ampulance pbint, evaluated and

taken to various hospitalis. Those who were discharged had
to go to SCIC Institubion for debriefing and he seen by 2
psychologist. %We were then released to go home not being
told to stay at home or <ome back the following day- ' )

3, -

- October 26 1400-2200
T reported in for work October 23 for the 2-10 shift. I
vas placed .as acting Sgt. on G and X blocks. As we entered the
~block, we saw that the tier £loor. was covered with smashed’
furniture, water, broken televisions, ‘shamks, weapons, aad
vh&teyer‘from the riet +he previous gighé- Locking'paﬁels were
. .
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torn offthe walls, levers in the switchbox were bhroken, no

Ccells Were secure except for about 25--35 cells on B block
u
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vhich were padlocked when they

and supervisors on E_72 and ?—1@
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turn notifiegd top oLLic1al buL nething was done zbout it.

ctells, rounds were made. it oa

Went Lo eat, while the Q o

2 few Officers on the blocks wouid not pass out bags, beczuse
1i A

there was oniv one or +vo tier

]
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vk and during the day you could hear door

that cells were n

klock to eat, I hadg gone through the iine sez down =2nd ve

@11 heard on the radic the area Lt. on group 2 and 3 side, ™
s

Lock your doors on the Llock get over to-control ar
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have broken out again.® We all started to run bz
2 and 3 éides to assist vwhen Capt. yelled, "save your energy
'yau may need it," and inmat Tes, aboui300 in number, <came

running toward us ' with sticks zng pipes and weapons.  We all
had to Tun to get imto control area for our lives. Aas
ance, patoons_were given out. Half of
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nT
ent’ to dispensary area to stay wiih the

went intc control
the officers were
nursing staff and the other hals stayed at the cont trol area.

.
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‘Irmates got into the contrel area by taking the air congd-

itioner out of the dQPLbY = window, they started a fire in

in the controi area and forced-o¢F1cD?S into the upstairs ares.

Inmates came bhrouch hallway smash1ng windows, going into

~kitchen 1 area taking food. - Inmates got into hlocks on, group

1 side again smashing cells and iocking systems. The officers
.

in the infirmary area stayed uncil state police came past exii

T araa, wa tlden took nursing staff o main gate while shots were

being fired. .Asg we got to wmain date officers stayed 2t main
a8 inmates came crawling on hands and knees for gafely from

A1l inwates were cuffnd with flex
takenAta

other rioting inmates.
Curfs and made 1lie down ‘on’ ground. A few had to be

L}

hospitals because of- injuries from rioting inmates. One

offlicers
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raturned into inst
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the control zrea .by fire fighters where

TOUTTST windows., A TYrasnliiyg
area was spotted by 3 Towe
would have died from smoke i

the hospitai, officers znd myeels helped riot squ
state police gather inmates and take them into yard

we worked into early hours of the morming of-the third day

M

&)

£ rioting. Some officers workae 24
Rily had & four day break,

F:l

we ware cordered to lezve.
and took the last of my three cayvs off.

worked for days with i1ittie Siedgp.

I worked im SCIC until December 23, T98S. T stayed =t
SCIC hoping things would improve but they Gid not. The
Commissioner put 4n paper that any hostages could transfer if

the imstitution that they wanted to go to would -except them.

"1 wrote a transfer lebter to both SCIF and SCIC, the Commissioner,

and the Governor. T. received & transfer within a week and =

hdlf. . I 'started at SCTF on December 26, 1989,

Out of 2650 inmates =bout 1350 stayed at SCIC. T

thought this made things very uncafé for officers involved.

in later months inmates were identified as being invoived

and had to go to preliminary hearings and then bound over (e

criminal court hearings in which I was involved with inmates
m

G block.
Even thoadh inmates helped wyou on &}

they may have been involved in the second nightIOf 1nvolved

i
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weth taking obherlofficers'in other blocks. This in itself tells

You 1ot to trust any inmate.

Fomald L. Klock, Lorrections Officer 1

Shanan






