
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

MICKEY MILES :
:
:
:

V. : C.A.NO. 03-673
:
:
:

SUPERINTENDENT :

WEINER, J. February 6, 2003

MEMO/ORDER

Mickey Miles has filed a civil action which he labeled a “Writ of

Mandamus and/or Preliminary Injunction.”  He has also filed a motion to proceed in

forma pauperis.  

The civil action is DISMISSED pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915A.

The motion of plaintiff for leave to proceed in forma pauperis is

GRANTED.
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1.  Plaintiff's prison financial statement indicates his average
monthly deposits equal $8.85; his average monthly balance equals
$8.91.  Twenty percent of $8.91 equals $1.78.  

2

The person having custody and control over prison accounts at SCI

Laurel Highlands is ORDERED to remit to the Clerk of Court on behalf of plaintiff

the amount of $1.78, in part payment of the filing fee in this matter.1

The person having custody and control over prison accounts at SCI

Laurel Highlands, or wherever plaintiff may be housed in the future, is ORDERED

to remit to the Clerk of Court on behalf of plaintiff Mickey Miles, monthly payments

equal to twenty percent of the plaintiff's preceding month's income credited to the

prisoner's account, each time the amount in his account exceeds $10.00, until the

balance of the $150.00 filing fee has been paid.

____________________________

Miles alleges in his complaint that he has been denied access to the

courts because prison officials will not permit him to use a computer to draft his legal

papers, require him to pay to photocopy his legal papers and refuse to give him an

advance against on his prison financial account to pay for copies and postage.

Apparently, he would like to use a computer, rather than a typewriter, so that multiple

copies of his documents can be printed.  He has attached responses to grievances he

filed with prison officials regarding these complaints.  These responses show that the
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3

prison makes typewriters available to inmates for legal work, and granted him a one

time $3.00 advance to cover his photocopying costs.

The allegations of the civil action fail to state a claim upon which relief

may be granted.  There is no constitutional right to type ones legal documents on a

word processor when the prison makes typewriters available.  Miles states no reason

why he cannot type multiple copies of his documents or use carbon paper to avoid

photocopying costs.  In addition, we note from Miles’ inmate account statement that

the institution advanced him funds on two occasions to cover postage.  Finally, Miles

makes no allegation that he has actually been denied access to the courts, i.e. was

actually prevented from filing a legal paper due to the alleged actions of the

defendants.  See Hudson v. Robinson, 678 F.2d 462 (3d Cir. 1982).

IT IS SO ORDERED.

__________________________________
CHARLES R. WEINER
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