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The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections (PA DOC) is conducting an expanded pilot study which involves continued implementation of medication assisted treatment (MAT) targeting male and female offenders (County Jail) who have alcohol and/or opiate abuse/dependence issues. These offenders must volunteer to take Vivitrol and must commit to remaining drug-free and to participating in community-based treatment services while taking Vivitrol.  

Grantees shall utilize Vivitrol (Naltrexone for extended-release injectable suspension, 380 mg/vial), in conjunction with comprehensive substance abuse treatment, for eligible offenders upon release from county correctional institutions. Administration of this drug prior to institutional release will allow newly-released participants to focus on immediate re-entry needs without also having to struggle with drug craving as Vivitrol is designed to reduce cravings for alcohol and/or opiates, also blocking the ability to get high or feel euphoria.
Implementation protocol for the institutions and community-based facilities (i.e. Community Contract Facilities) is listed below. Any deviation from the protocol listed below must be presented to and agreed upon by the PA DOC before implementation occurs. 

Institutional Protocol
Institutional Drug and Alcohol Treatment (DAT) staff will conduct Vivitrol informational sessions during treatment groups and will refer interested offenders for further eligibility determination. DAT staff should clearly identify the benefits of receiving Vivitrol and encourage the offenders to consider participating in this opportunity.
Once an offender is identified as meeting program requirements designated staff will make a referral to the Medical Department for completion of a liver enzyme panel.  This test should be completed no later than one week prior to institutional release.  Medical Staff must determine that participants are not in liver failure and that they have liver enzyme levels that are less than 3 times the upper level of normal, indicating the absence of acute hepatitis.  Participants who are not identified as having liver failure and/or acute hepatitis will be scheduled for their first Vivitrol injection, to occur just prior to release.  Participants will be reminded of the importance of being alcohol and/or opiate free when receiving a Vivitrol injection, as adverse side effects should be expected if the participant has used alcohol or other drugs preceding a Vivitrol injection.

Designated staff must review the Vivitrol Information Acknowledgement (Attachment A) and Vivitrol Medication Guide (Attachment B) with the participant prior to release.  Staff will review and obtain a signed Consent to Receive Vivitrol (Attachment C).  Participants should be encouraged to ask questions about the medication.  For the participants who are deemed appropriate and who have negative drug screens, Medical staff will schedule and administer the Vivitrol injection prior to release.  Medical Staff should check vital signs prior to, and 15 minutes following, the injection. 
General Considerations

Alkermes, Inc., the manufacturer of Vivitrol, shall provide training to all staff, both institutional and community-based, who will be directly involved in administering the drug.  Ongoing training and support will be provided by Alkermes as needed.

Designated county correctional staff will need to schedule an initial appointment for the pilot participant’s community-based treatment, and also schedule an initial appointment with contracted Medical Staff at the facility where subsequent Vivitrol injections are to be administered.  
Contract Facility Staff

The selected community-based treatment facility shall seek reimbursement for costs from MA.  If MA cannot fund program services (Vivitrol injection, Community-based treatment) the community-based provider(s) shall seek reimbursement from the Grantee. 
The community-based treatment facility must provide nursing staff or other qualified individuals who will facilitate drug screening, specific to alcohol and/or opiates (to include Suboxone) use, and will administer the Vivitrol injection at or before 28 days from the previous injection.  If more than 28 days have elapsed since the last dose, a liver panel should be completed prior to the next injection to rule out liver failure and acute hepatitis.  If a drug screen indicates the use of opiates, the participant must be referred for detoxification and must be free from opiates for 7-10 days before he/she can receive the next injection.
Contract facility staff must assess for indications of suicide risk following the IS PATH WARM mnemonic and accompanying explanatory article (Attachment D).  The article contains suggestions of questions to ask to assess each identified area to be explored.  If participant responses indicate heightened and current suicide risk factors, staff at the community-based treatment facility should discontinue Vivitrol administration and immediately contact the assigned Parole Agent/Probation Officer.
Prior to the injection, nursing staff will provide an instant drug screen and an instant pregnancy test (for female offenders), and will administer the Vivitrol for participants whose results are negative.  Medical staff will take vital signs immediately prior to, and 15 minutes following the injection. All positive drug screen results or admissions of drug use will be forwarded to the Parole Agent and the selected community-based treatment facility.  Vivitrol should not be administered if the program participant has tested positive for alcohol and/or opiates (to include suboxone), as this will result in immediate withdrawal.
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