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Introduction 

The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections {PA DOC) achieved compliance in each of its 14 audits in 

calendar year 2022 through an audit by Department of Justice (DOJ) certified auditors. Calendar year 

2022 overlaps the third year of the third PREA audit cycle and the first year of the fourth PREA audit cycle. 

Four of these audits were attributed to the third year of the third audit cycle and enabled the 

Commonwealth to certify state compliance for the final year of the third audit cycle. The remaining ten 

audits were credited to the first year of the fourth audit cycle. Ten of these audits were completed at 

State Correctional Institutions (SCls) and four were completed at Community Corrections Centers (CCCs). 

By the conclusion of calendar year 2022, each of the PA DOC's facilities have been audited as compliant 

with the PREA standards three times, with ten of those audited as compliant for a fourth time. As the 

audit results reflect, the PA DOC continues its commitment to meeting the goals of the United States 

Department of Justice Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) of 2003 {28 C.F.R. Part 115). 

Prevention 

In 2022, the PA DOC updated and released its PREA specialized investigator's training course. The course 

was converted into a 12 module web-based course to accommodate the needs of facilities to train 

additional investigators between former in-person trainings and to ensure more consistent delivery of 

required material that varied between in-person instructors. Revisions expanded focus on identifying the 

acts prohibited by the standards, the concept of credibility assessments, and effective review of available 

evidence sources. As subsequent aggregate data will show, the revisions to this training curriculum 

appears to have influenced investigative outcomes, insomuch as there was a statistical increase in the 

number of allegations determined to be substantiated following the implementation of the revised 

training protocol. 

During calendar year 2021, the PA DOC was awarded a Bureau of Justice Assistance grant to revamp its 

PREA Risk Assessment Tool (PRAT) and its PREA Tracking System (PTS) to enhance compliance with 

standards §115.41, §115.42, §115.81, §115.86, §115.87, §115.88, and §115.89. Significant progress 

towards these goals occurred in calendar year 2022. Enhancements to the search functionality of the PTS 

were completed and tested in late 2022, with deployment in January 2023. This forward step greatly 

increased the ability of investigators to research prior incidents involving the alleged abusers and alleged 

victims, particularly with respect to those allegations occurring outside of their respective facilities, by 

resolving search time-outs experienced on agency wide searches. Additional enhancements continue to 

be under development at this time to further enhance future data collection and reporting. 

Regarding the PREA Risk Assessment Tool (PRAT), the research component was completed during 

calendar year 2022 in an effort to arrive at a validated risk screening tool. This first phase of the project 

involved replicating previous validation analysis of the 2014 version of the assessment that was completed 

in 2018. The analysis of the current 2018 version of the assessment provided insights into those questions 

that demonstrated relevancy towards predicting sexual victimization and sexual abusiveness. Further 

analysis of 34 consistently collected administrative data sets, and a machine learning analysis of over 100 

potential variables, was conducted on both admission cohorts and identified victims and abusers through 

substantiated investigations; however, no validated model could be produced. The research did result in 
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