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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2018
Cairns Recognized for Outstanding Performance
Harrisburg, PA – At a ceremony attended by nearly 200 Department of Corrections officials, Secretary John Wetzel presented 13 employees with awards as part of the agency’s celebration of “Corrections Employee Week in Pennsylvania.”

Dr. Ken Cairns, regional licensed psychologist manager at the DOC’s Central Office, has served as the Western Regional Licensed Psychological Manager for the past five years. In this role, Cairns is responsible for the oversight of eight state prisons, supporting about 4,000 individuals receiving mental health care by about 100 mental health care professionals.
During this time, Cairns also led the quarterly auditing of the Disability Rights Networks lawsuit as it applied to all prisons in his region. Cairns’ reviews and management assisted with the department’s successful navigation and internal monitoring of a landmark settlement agreement that was reached in January 2015. Earlier this year, the internal monitoring of the Department of Corrections was closed, in large part because of the technical and clinical expertise of Cairns’ quarterly matrix audits. 
In addition, Cairns has led a recent and significant revision of the department’s Residential Treatment Unit’s programs and policies. In fact, RTUs have been established at 14 different state prisons and serve as one of the primary housing units for seriously mentally ill individuals in the outpatient setting. He has also led the department in creating a program for first responders, providing support to critical incidents to help individuals rebound from a difficult experience.  
Since earning his master’s and doctorate degrees from Case Western Reserve University, Cairns has served as an adjunct professor at several colleges and universities, and given numerous presentations on criminal psychology and crisis situations to state prison and law enforcement officers across the state. He joined the department in 1998, as a psychologist at SCI Pittsburgh. In 2001, he was named the licensed psychologist manager at SCI Greensburg where he served until his promotion to Western Regional Licensed Psychologist Manager in 2013.
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