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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

June 27, 2016

SCI Fayette Reports Inmate Death

LaBelle, PA – State Correctional Institution at Fayette Superintendent Jay Lane reports the death of an inmate.

On June 19, 2016, corrections officers discovered inmate John Steckley, age 51, unresponsive in his cell during a routine check.  Medical personnel responded, and the inmate was taken to the infirmary where he was assessed.  

Steckley was transferred to Uniontown Hospital by Brownsville Ambulance personnel and subsequently transported to Allegheny General Hospital via Life Flight.  He was pronounced dead on June 26, 2016, by a doctor at the hospital.  

Pennsylvania’s State Police Barracks at Belle Vernon are conducting an investigation, as are security staff at the prison, into a possible inmate-on-inmate assault in connection with this matter. The official cause of death will be determined by the Allegheny County Medical Examiner’s Office. 

Steckley was serving 10- to- 22-year sentence for aggravated assault on a Philadelphia County conviction, effective date September 22, 2006.  He had been at SCI Fayette since December 4, 2008.  

Mr. Steckley’s next of kin has been notified.
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