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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

February 19, 2016
Department of Corrections Unveils Child Resource Centers
Chester, PA – At a media event today held at the State Correctional Institution (SCI) at Chester, which outlined the importance of and pushed for funding for Pre-K education, Department of Corrections (DOC) Secretary John Wetzel also unveiled an inter-agency project -- Child Resource Centers.  
“There are approximately 80,000 children of incarcerated offenders in Pennsylvania,” Secretary Wetzel said.  “Many of these children are cared for by individuals other than their actual parents, and we want to make sure that their caregivers are aware of services and that the information can be easily accessible at one place.”

Wetzel noted that often children of incarcerated parents are more likely to end up in the criminal justice system at some point during their lives simply because one of their parents is in prison.

Most of these children face serious trauma as a result, from experiencing the separation from and witnessing the arrest of a parent during the most formative years of their lives – early childhood.  

Many also live in poverty and have fewer educational opportunities than other children. They might have developmental and learning delays and challenging behaviors that require special attention, such as early intervention and early learning services and programs.

And when a parent is incarcerated, grandparents or other family members usually become caregivers of the child left behind. They might not know which services are available, how to access them or if they could apply to the child suddenly in their care. 

Now they will.

This effort is in partnership with the Department of Education and the Department of Human Services, and serves as an excellent example of cross-agency collaboration and cooperation.
“This administration believes in breaking down barriers among agencies,” Secretary Wetzel said.  “True partnerships like this are unprecedented, and we know we need to tap into that to make big changes happen.” 

In support of Governor Wolf’s Expanded Pre-K initiatives to make pre-kindergarten instruction available to all children and to expand their access to early childhood educational opportunities, Child Resource Center handouts explain these and other available services and programs. 

"Not only has early childhood education been shown to improve academic and employment outcomes, but it can spark an interest in lifelong learning at an early age,” said Department of Education Secretary Pedro Rivera.
Wetzel further emphasized its importance, “By connecting families of an incarcerated persons with all the information they need from a single location, they’ll be more likely to contact those who can help.  Keeping these kids on target, both at home and in school, sets them up for success and can stop them from eventually ending up with us.”
The Child Resource Centers will include information about early intervention, Head Start programs, PA Family Centers, PA Pre-K Counts, child care programs and home visiting programs.  All materials have clear and direct contact numbers, websites, age ranges and eligibility requirements. 

The centers also include a Quick Reference Guide with additional information for raising healthy, well-adjusted children.  Links and contact numbers connect caregivers with important topics like child milestones, immunizations, autism services, how to deal appropriately with behavioral issues and other educational areas of interest.  It also lists support resources for caregivers themselves, like contact information for COMPASS, Office of Child Development and Early Learning, Department of Education and Department of Human Services, as well as hotlines for domestic violence, child safety, suicide prevention and addiction treatment/recovery.   

Materials from the Child Resource Centers are available in electronic form on the DOC’s website at www.cor.pa.gov.  Select the “Initiatives” drop down menu, and then “Child Resource Center.”  
For more extensive information on early intervention and early learning services and programs, visit the Office of Child Development and Early Learning’s website at
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/dhsorganization/officeofchilddevelopmentandearlylearning/ .
Other state agencies with questions about the resource centers should contact DOC Executive Research Writer Stacy A. Zicarelli at (717) 728-4121.  Reporters should contact the DOC Press Office.
Media contact: Susan McNaughton, 717-728-4025 
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