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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

January 27, 2016 
DelBalso Named SCI Mahanoy Superintendent
Harrisburg, PA – Theresa DelBalso, a 22-year veteran of the Department of Corrections, was named recently, by Corrections Secretary John Wetzel, as superintendent of the State Correctional Institution at Mahanoy.  She replaces Jack Kerestes, who retired after several decades of service to the DOC.

“Theresa is not only committed to the DOC, but she is committed to her country as evidence through her ascent into leadership roles over the years.  And throughout Theresa’s DOC career, she has been involved in numerous special committees.  She is a proponent for education, programming and treatment and job training to enhance an offender’s opportunity for successful re-entry into the community,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said.  “I am confident that Theresa will continue on this path leading the change in offenders’ criminal behaviors so they are successful when they return to society following incarceration.”

DelBalso began her corrections career in 1994 as a corrections counselor at SCI Mahanoy. While at Mahanoy, she was promoted to corrections counselor 2 in 1995, and in 2000 promoted to unit manager. In 2007, she transferred to SCI Dallas to accept the position of major of unit management.  In June 2010, she was promoted to deputy superintendent of centralized services at SCI Mahanoy. DelBalso transitioned to SCI Retreat in August of that year to serve in the same capacity. She was appointed superintendent in 2013. 

In addition to her DOC duties, DelBalso is currently a Lieutenant Colonel in her 25th year in the Army Reserves.  As a military police officer, she served two combat tours in Iraq and various short tours on overseas and state-side assignments.  She is currently the Commander of the 424th Military Police Detachment in Ashley, Pa.

Prior to starting her DOC career, DelBalso was employed as a police officer for over seven years and was an instructor in the Municipal Police Officers Education and Training Commission Act 120 Program.  

DelBalso is a 1981 graduate of the former Hazleton High School and received a Bachelor of Science degree in Administration of Justice from Penn State University in 1985.  In 2001, she earned a Master of Science degree in Criminal Justice from St. Joseph’s University.  She is a member of several DOC and military affiliated organizations.  
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