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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

November 22, 2016
Department of Corrections responds to chicken pox cases at SCI Waymart
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections is responding to two cases of chicken pox at SCI Waymart. 
As of Monday, November 21, two cases of chicken pox have been clinically diagnosed among inmates at the institution.  No staff members have been affected. 

Following the DOC protocol, the affected inmates are being isolated and five of the 28 housing units will be operating under a medical lockdown for the duration of the incubation period. 

DOC health staff members also are screening inmates to determine who has had the virus and is therefore immune and providing vaccinations to any staff or inmates who need it. 

“We responded quickly to treat the affected inmates and ensure that other inmates, staff and visitors are protected,” said Corrections Secretary John Wetzel. ”We urge families and friends of inmates who visited over the past month or who plan to visit over the next six weeks to take the necessary health precautions.”  

The DOC is asking any individuals who visited the facility since October 25 and who never had chicken pox, or have not been vaccinated for the virus, to consult their medical provider if they experience any symptoms.

Given the arrival of the holiday season, the DOC does not want to limit inmate visitation.  However, the units that are under medical lockdown will not be allowed visits until further notice. The institution will continue to have regular visiting hours through the end of the year for the unaffected units, but asks that visitors be mindful of the illness and not bring infants or unvaccinated children or adults to the institution. 

Chicken pox is transmitted via airborne, droplet and direct contact and is highly contagious.

SCI Waymart, located in Wayne County, has an inmate population of 1,514 and 725 staff members.

Media contact: Contact Joe Vinansky at 570-488-5811 or Amy Worden, 717-728-4026 
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