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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 10, 2016 
Corrections Officials Highlight Statewide Mental Health Services
Media Tour of SCI Benner Township Provides Overview of Treatment Initiatives 

Harrisburg, PA – At the State Correctional Institution (SCI) at Benner Township, today, Department of Corrections officials provided news media representatives with an overview of mental health services and a tour of the prison’s Residential Treatment Unit.

“For the past several years, the employees of this agency have worked hard to enhance and improve the mental health services delivered to our inmates,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said.  “Some of the changes were the result of a settlement with the Disability Rights Network, while other changes had already been in progress because it was the right thing to do.  As part of Mental Health Awareness Month, we believed it was a perfect opportunity to showcase some of our accomplishments in this area.”
At today’s event, DOC Executive Deputy Secretary Shirley Moore Smeal provided a general overview of the DOC’s statewide services.  In addition the DOC’s Mental Health Advocate Lynn Patrone spoke about her role in ensuring individuals receive appropriate care and services, and SCI Benner Township Superintendent Tammy Ferguson discussed services specific to her prison.  Following the overview, a tour of the prison’s residential treatment unit was provided, along with interviews of employees and inmates who work and live in that unit.

Twenty-six percent of the DOC’s inmates are receiving some level of mental health services; while eight percent are seriously mentally ill.

“We have devoted time and resources to training staff and developing best practices,’’ Wetzel said. “Pennsylvania is proud to be a national leader in these and many other initiatives to make our facilities better and safer.’’
To learn more about mental health services, visit the DOC’s website.

MEDIA CONTACT: Susan McNaughton, 717-728-4025 
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