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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2016
Barry Smith Named SCI Houtzdale Superintendent
Houtzdale, PA – Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel has named Barry Smith as superintendent of the State Correctional Institution (SCI) at Houtzdale.  Smith, whose appointment was effective April 24, 2016, replaces Ken Cameron, who retired after many years of DOC service.

“Barry originally began his career at SCI Houtzdale and now he returns to that prison as its superintendent,” Secretary Wetzel said.  “The facility is undergoing a number of changes and improvements, and I am confident in his leadership abilities.  Barry is the right man to lead Houtzdale into the future.”
Raised in Indiana, Pa., Smith graduated from United High School and later attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  He also served in the United States Navy (serving in the Persian Gulf War).  He joined the United States Army reserve and served in both Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. He retired from the military in 2013 with 22 years of service.

Smith began his corrections career as a corrections officer in 1995 at SCI Houtzdale. Over the years he rose through the ranks having served as sergeant, lieutenant and captain.  In 2013, Smith was named major of the guard at SCI Albion. In 2015, he was appointed deputy superintendent for facility management.  He then transferred to SCI Camp Hill as deputy superintendent for facility management and held that position until his appointment as superintendent at Houtzdale.

He has been a member of the DOC’s Corrections Emergency Response Team

(CERT), has been a regional Corrections Rifle Specialist Team (CRST) member and served as a regional Hostage Rescue Team (HRT) member. 

In addition to his DOC duties, he served as a municipal police officer with multiple jurisdictions in both Indiana and Cambria counties.
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