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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 11, 2015
Update on Status of SCI Albion Water Issue
Albion – The State Correctional Institution at Albion has been under a state of emergency since Sunday, March 8, due to a leak in the prison’s water tower.  The leak, which involves a two-inch valve on the tower’s exterior, has resulted in the loss of several million gallons of water to date.
Outside contractors immediately were called to the prison to make repairs and have been working since March 8 to fix the leak.  This work required that all water to the prison be shut off.  

The latest repair development involves large pieces of ice collected on the water tower in the area where work is being conducted and the fear of them breaking off and injuring the contractors.  A decision was made to delay work in an attempt to allow the ice to melt or break up.  Work has since resumed. 

While there is no specific date for the completion of the repair, officials are confident the situation is proceeding toward a successful resolution.
The DOC’s employees train on a regular basis to deal with all types of prison emergencies including ones just like this.  There have been other prisons that have experienced loss of water, and the same steps have been taken until those situations were successfully resolved.

“I am extremely proud of SCI Albion’s employees and how they are handling this situation,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said.  “They are managing this challenging situation in a professional manner and have been working with the inmates to keep them informed and to discuss any concerns they may have, which helps the inmates maintain a positive behavior.”
All inmate and employee needs are being met.

In anticipation of the water being shut off, prison officials have:

· Continued to provide bottled water for staff and inmate consumption.  

· Made 120 portable toilets available.  
· Arranged for water buffalos to be sent to the prison.

· Made arrangements with other contractors to provide additional water, if needed.

· Begun using Styrofoam-type dishes to serve inmates their food.

· Worked with the DOC to suspend the transfer of inmates to the prison.

· An open connection with PEMA should a need for additional equipment or resources arise.

· Suspended all inmate visits indefinitely.  Individuals should monitor the DOC’s website for information about when visits will begin again.  The DOC’s website is www.cor.pa.gov or follow us on social media.
· Arranged for all inmate laundry to be done by another prison.

SCI Albion, which opened in 1993, houses approximately 2,200 inmates.
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