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News for Immediate Release

June 30, 2015
SCI Albion Graduates 18 Certified Peer Support Specialists
Albion, PA – On June 19, 2015, SCI Albion held its second graduation for inmates in the Certified Peer Support Specialist (CPSS) program. Eighteen inmates graduated this year, bringing the total number of CPSS at the prison to 33.  
“Peer support is a system of giving and receiving help founded on key principles of respect, shared responsibility and mutual agreement of what is helpful,” said SCI Albion Superintendent Nancy Giroux.  “The peer support concept has been used for several years throughout the DOC and has helped to calm inmates, help them to understand and follow prison rules and also has helped to defuse situations.”
The Department of Corrections began the CPSS program for inmates several years ago and now has several hundred inmates providing support and counseling services to inmates across the state prison system.  The services cover a variety of issues, including mental health issues.

In order to become a CPSS, inmates have to meet specific criteria, including having had mental health treatment at some point in their lives. Inmates receive a two-week, 80-hour training aimed at developing peer support skills for the purposes of augmenting staff service with active listening skills and support of other inmates.  
Continuing education is an important part of the program, and inmates meet regularly with the program coordinators to continue to hone their skills, share experiences and discuss new ideas and concepts.  CPSS must complete 18 continuing education units each year to maintain their certification.

Following release from prison, these specially-trained inmates are eligible for civil service employment in the community based upon their training and experience. 
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