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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

August 27, 2015
Fire Fighting Symposium Recently Held at Prison
Coal Township, PA – SCI Coal Township sponsored a Fire Fighting in Corrections Symposium on Saturday, August 22, 2015. 

The free, one-day event was aimed at EMS and fire personnel who would respond to prison emergencies.

Superintendent Vincent Mooney welcomed and presented opening remarks to the group of state, county, federal corrections staff and local fire and EMS personnel.

The program speakers included:
•
Tim Solobay, PA State Fire Commissioner 

•
Ed Mikulski, SCI Mahanoy safety manager 

•
Bruce Kovach, Northumberland County Prison warden 

•
J. Ferrari, SCI Coal Township sergeant

•
John Gregorowicz, SCI Coal Township training coordinator

•
C. Stetler, SCI Coal Township captain

•
N. Goretsk, SCI Coal Township lieutenant 

•
A. Masser, SCI Coal Township lieutenant

PA State Fire Commissioner Tim Solobay discussed the status of volunteer fire service and the diminishing number of volunteers across the state.  He spoke about the importance of local fire departments working closely with the in-house fire emergency response teams (FERT) at all facilities. He stated fighting fires in a correctional facility presents a unique set of concerns that local fire departments may not encounter on a regular basis, such as security concerns when entering the facility (i.e., what do you carry on your person, is all equipment in your vehicles inventoried for purpose of accountability when leaving inside the perimeter). Commissioner Solobay also spoke of projects his office is responsible for, such as state fire grants for local fire departments and the PENNFIRS reporting system. He also discussed how the PA State Fire Academy in Lewistown works with the Department of Corrections in training institutional FERT members. 

State Fire Suppression Instructor Ed Mikulski, an enthusiastic trainer, instructed a class on the goals of fire safety in corrections.

Warden Kovach offered a slide presentation of the January 14, 2015, Northumberland County Prison fire.  He spoke of the response by the DOC that day and thanked SCI Coal Township employees for their continued assistance.  He stated that it is a pleasure to work with the PA DOC within the confines of SCI Coal Township.

Sergeant Ferrari spoke about the history of fire in corrections using statistics and photos.  

John Gregorowicz, a survivor of the 9/11 attack of the U.S. Pentagon, spoke of his experiences that day, along with a touching slide presentation, which brought tears to eyes of all in attendance.  He thanked EMS/firefighter personnel for their services.

Captain Stetler, Lieutenant Goretski and Lieutenant Masser presented an informational session about security concerns when entering a correctional facility.  

Following the symposium, the 75 attendees were given a tour of the prison.

Officials hope this will become an annual event.
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