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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Benner Township Employee Receives Departmental Award
Bellefonte, PA – Michael Perrin, a corrections officer 1 at the State Correctional Institution at Benner Township, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for a heroic act.

Perrin also serves as a captain in the Geeseytown Community Fire Department, a volunteer organization in the community of Hollidaysburg. 

Three days after the death of his father in January, Perrin responded to an emergency alarm regarding an overturned vehicle in the Juniata branch of the Little Juniata River. 

As he arrived at the scene, Perrin could hear screams coming from inside the vehicle which was on its roof in the frigid water. The car was quickly filling with water and Perrin knew that time was running out to help the trapped motorist. 

Without hesitation, Perrin and his fellow responders went into the water. Perrin continued to call out to the man, reassuring him that they were coming to rescue him. By the time firefighters reached the car, there was only about a foot of air space left in the car.

Perrin broke out the window and pulled the man from the vehicle, holding him tightly, until they could make it safely through the water and back onto the river bank. The rescued motorist, Samuel Fogel, was taken to a nearby hospital for treatment of hypothermia. 

A veteran of the U.S. Marines, Perrin joined the Department of Corrections in 1998, serving as a corrections officer 1 at SCI Huntingdon, SCI Cresson and most recently at SCI Benner Township.

Perrin studied fire science and arson investigation at Ball State University and Central Texas College. 

In his spare time, in addition to his volunteer efforts with the fire department, Perrin is a coach with a local girls’ softball team and a local ice hockey program.
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