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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Albion Employee Receives Departmental Award
Albion, PA – Nancy Giroux, superintendent at the State Correctional Institution at Albion, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Thomas A. Fulcomer Award.
Giroux has been an exceptional and dedicated employee throughout her 20-year career with the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. She has been a positive role model and a mentor who possesses an unquestionable devotion to duty. 

She has consistently proven her leadership and decision-making abilities in stressful situations, most recently demonstrated when SCI Albion was without water for five days in March.   

On Sunday, March 8, SCI Albion was placed under a state of emergency after a leak in the prison’s water tower resulted in the loss of several million gallons of water. Outside contractors were immediately called to make repairs, but it required that all water to the prison be shut off. 

Until repairs could be made several days later, prison officials had to bring in 120 portable toilets, bottled water for consumption, use disposable dishes and many other preparations to keep the staff and occupants of the facility safe and comfortable. 

Giroux’s leadership and calm demeanor throughout this situation impressed not only staff members but the majority of the inmate population as well.  

She led the command center, toured the institution to calm the inmate population, continuously sought the opinions of her staff and met with employees on several occasions. 

In spite of much adulation from staff and those outside the facility concerning her leadership, Giroux deflected the praise from herself, crediting “her team” with the successful resolution of the problem. 

A registered nurse, Giroux earned her degree from the Newport School of Nursing and was board certified in 1982. From there, she went on to practice nursing at several hospitals and medical centers. 

She joined the Department of Corrections in 1994 as a registered nurse at SCI Cambridge Springs, she was promoted to registered nurse supervisor the following year. She was named to corrections health care administrator in 2002.

In 2003, Giroux was named acting deputy superintendent for centralized services (DSCS) and six months later, she was promoted to DSCS at SCI Cambridge Springs. From there, Giroux was named DSCS at SCI Albion in 2006. 

In 2010, Giroux was appointed superintendent of SCI Muncy and, in 2013, she was named to her current post as superintendent of SCI Albion.

While superintendent at SCI Muncy, Giroux consistently exhibited similar decision-making abilities in stressful situations. 

When an unknown white powdery substance negatively affected several employees, Giroux’s leadership in coordinating emergency responses demonstrated her aptitude to handle any situation and keep those under her charge safe.

She spearheaded the re-organization at SCI Muncy to improve morale and the welfare of employees. She established hurricane evacuation procedures to ensure the safety of staff and inmates. 

Her new system was tested a short time later when the facility was impacted by Hurricane Sandy, one of the East Coast’s largest weather events. Beyond the safety issues, Giroux coordinated clothing and food drives for area victims of Hurricane Sandy. 

The Thomas Fulcomer Award is given each year to one employee in the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. The award was named in honor of Fulcomer, a DOC deputy secretary, who died in 2002 after a battle with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

Fulcomer was the embodiment of a true professional in the way he performed his job and how he interacted with people. The award recognizes a DOC employee with similar characteristics.
MEDIA CONTACT: Roni Martucci, PIO, 814-756-5778
# # #

