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SCI Somerset Begins Work with Canine Partners for Life
Somerset, PA – Superintendent Trevor Wingard, today, welcomed the Canine Partners for Life (CPL) Program and five puppies to the State Correctional Institution at Somerset. 
This program uses inmates to train puppies to work as certified service dogs for individuals with physical and cognitive disabilities.  The organization was started in 1989 by Darlene Sullivan, who started it in her home and has expanded to a 45-acre state-of-the-art kennel and campus that has placed more than 500 dogs in 43 states.
Earlier today, SCI Somerset received five puppies that will be trained at the facility for approximately one year.  While the dogs are at the prison, they will be trained in basic obedience skills and provided socialization opportunities.  
Carefully screened and selected inmate handlers will share their cell space and their lives for the next year as they work with the dogs.  The CPL organization provides training to the inmate handlers and staff volunteers prior to the dogs’ arrival.  A former SCI Somerset employee, Kathy Bell, will work as the CPL volunteer trainer and will visit the prison at least every two weeks throughout the program to provide ongoing training and evaluations.  
“This program, which is completely voluntary and involves no compensation for the inmates, will instill a sense of responsibility, discipline and social awareness for the inmates involved,” Superintendent Wingard said.

Local veterinarians have volunteered to sponsor the dogs and will provide their resources to make sure the dogs receive the necessary medical care.  The veterinary partners are Laurel Highlands Animal Health, Richland Veterinary Hospital & Animal Medical Center.  In addition Fetch-N-Go Feed & Pet Supply will work with the prison to supply food and other canine supplies for the dogs.  
“These sponsors make this type of program possible, and we greatly appreciate their assistance and efforts,” Wingard said.
Prison employees also will volunteer their time to oversee the program, and they have the opportunity to help train dogs and take them home for weekend visits after completing a 12-hour training.   

After a year at SCI Somerset, the dogs will return to the CPL campus, located in Cochranville, Pa., for advanced training for an additional year to be able to adapt to the particular needs of a person with limited mobility.  This training includes tasks such as turning on light switches, helping a person change clothes, assisting with a wheelchair, retrieving items such as a phone and similar duties that help people become more independent. SCI Somerset will receive a new group of puppies to train in the same manner.
“We are excited to have this opportunity and to train puppies.  It allows our employees and specifically our inmates to give back to society by enriching the lives of those in need.
To learn more about Canine Partners For for Life, visit their website at http://k94life.org/ 
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