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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Mahanoy Employee Receives Departmental Award
Frackville, PA – John Lindenmuth, food service supervisor at the State Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for an act of heroism.
Lindenmuth was on his way to work at SCI Mahanoy last January when he saw a Jeep spin out of control on an icy patch of roadway and slide over the side of Fountain Springs Mountain. 

He pulled over, called 911 – and called the prison to say he’d be late for work -- and ran in the knee-deep snow to get to the edge of the mountain. It was quiet. All he could see was blowing snow and steam. 

When the air cleared, Lindenmuth saw the Jeep had landed on a clump of trees, its headlights facing skyward. He crawled down the embankment and helped the 17-year-old driver out of the vehicle. She was shaken, but unhurt. 

Together, they made their way back up the hill to the highway, where another motorist took the teenager into her car to wait and stay warm until the girl’s parents arrived at the scene. 

After witnessing such a terrifying accident, Lindenmuth said he told the teenager, “You are a lucky girl and God was on your side. This is a Christmas miracle.’’

A graduate of Mansfield State College, Lindenmuth worked for food services at several Pennsylvania state colleges and universities before joining the Department of Corrections in 1996.

He first worked as a food service instructor at SCI Coal Township until 2008 when he was promoted to food service supervisor and transferred to SCI Mahanoy.
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