[image: image1.jpg]pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 6, 2015
SCI Albion Employee Receives Departmental Award
Albion, PA – Michael Danch, custodial maintenance vocational instructor at the State Correctional Institution at Albion, today, was presented with the Department of Corrections’ Outstanding Performance Award.

Danch’s former careers as a teacher and a journeyman carpenter made him a natural fit at SCI Albion as a custodial maintenance vocational instructor.

When Danch joined the Department of Corrections in 2004, he was asked to develop a vocational program that would provide meaningful employment skills for men without a high school education. 

His enthusiasm for his work is notable and contagious, as is his genuine interest in assisting men to become responsible and productive members of society. 

Danch demonstrates integrity and a strong work ethic, which his students recognize and emulate, and he does so in a safe, conscientious, security-minded fashion. 

His program has been such a success, that it has been recognized as a model for other institutions. Danch has been asked to join the steering committee to develop standardized curriculum guidelines for programs at other state institutions.

Meanwhile, Danch continues to expand his program to provide additional employment skills for his students in a variety of other areas of building and grounds, as well as custodial maintenance. 

In addition to his classroom instruction, Danch serves as the local bargaining unit representative for the Correctional Institution Vocational Education Association and on both the suicide prevention and safety committees. 

Danch earned two separate bachelor’s degrees from Penn State University in elementary education and health education, as well as vocational teaching and education development certificates from Indiana University and Wilkes University, respectively. 

He also earned credits from then Community College of Allegheny County while serving a four-year apprenticeship as a carpenter in Erie. 

Outside of work, Danch is very active in his church, including volunteering as a religious education teacher, youth group leader, parish council president and Eucharistic Minister. He also volunteers with community youth athletic activities.
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