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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Pine Grove’s Williams Awarded Corrections Department Medal of Valor

Indiana – Travis Williams, a food service instructor who works at the State Correctional Institution at Pine Grove, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for assisting at the scene of an accident. 

Travis Williams was driving home from work on the afternoon of Jan. 24, traveling on Route 422 in Indiana County, when traffic suddenly came to a standstill.

Hearing screams, Williams parked his truck and ran up the hill where he saw a small pickup truck, with smoke coming from beneath the hood, wedged beneath the gas tank of a tractor-trailer truck. 

A young couple, bleeding and trapped, was still inside the smaller truck. The driver of the pickup truck repeatedly pleaded with Williams to “please save my girlfriend,’’ in the passenger seat.

While another observer called 911, Williams asked the other motorists to find a fire extinguisher and a crowbar, in case the truck caught fire. He ran to his own vehicle, gathering towels and clothing, including his own winter coat, and covered the injured couple to keep them warm and calm until emergency medical personnel arrived. 

A Department of Corrections employee since August 2009, Williams credited his first responders, first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation training in his reaction to this accident scene. 

Williams, in response to the award nomination for his efforts, said he “would hope that anyone else would do the same thing.’’

A graduate of Conemaugh Valley High School, Williams has also been a volunteer with Saint Paul Lutheran Church for Habitat for Humanity.
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