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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Mahanoy’s Rakus Awarded Corrections Department Medal of Valor

Frackville – Donald Rakus, a corrections officer who works at the State Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for assisting a co-worker who was suffering a heart attack. 

Rakus was performing physical fitness tests for the Corrections Emergency Response Team at SCI Mahanoy last Sept. 13, when Sergeant Daniel Ozlanski collapsed after suffering an apparent heart attack and was non-responsive. His fellow team members started calling for help.

Rakus, discovering that Ozlanski was not breathing and had no pulse, began performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation and continued for 15 minutes. By the time emergency medical personnel arrived, Ozlanski was breathing on his own and had a strong pulse.

“Ozlanski survived because of Rakus’ life-saving efforts,” Superintendent Jack Kerestes said. “As a result of his heroic efforts, Rakus was nominated for this year’s DOC Medal of Valor Award.  He also received the 2014 Corrections USA Medal of Valor for his efforts in saving Ozlanski’s life.”

An employee since April 1996, Rakus worked as a block officer for seven years until becoming a member of the search team. An assistant team leader of the Corrections Emergency Response Team, Rakus teaches various courses, including Institutional Range Instructor. He is also an institutional armorer and therapeutic community officer.

Rakus served in the U.S. Army four years, plus eight years as a medic in the Army Reserve. He is active in the American Legion and the Catholic War Veterans.

A graduate of Wyoming Valley West High School, Rakus studied nursing at the Luzerne County Community College and the University of Scranton. He worked in construction before joining the Department of Corrections.
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