[image: image1.jpg]pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Graterford’s March and Baldasano Recognized for Outstanding Performance

Graterford – Registered Nurse Supervisor Barbara March and Food Service Manager Richard Baldasano, who both work at the State Correctional Institution at Graterford, were recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ outstanding performance award.   

“At SCI Graterford, we are privileged to have a large group of outstanding employees from which to nominate for this prestigious award,” Superintendent Michael Wenerowicz said.  “This year we are pleased that two of our employees were selected to receive the awards, and we couldn’t think of any better to represent Graterford employees.”

Barbara March

Barbara March, SCI Graterford’s registered nurse supervisor, has earned a reputation among the inmates as a compassionate, capable nurse, and among the staff members as an excellent, efficient supervisor and employee.

For more than 20 years, March has had a positive impact on the overall operation of the prison’s medical unit, serving as an exemplary role model for her staff and someone willing to help inmates with their medical concerns.

March’s expertise in different levels of medical care have contributed in one way or another to the survival, standard of care or continuity of care, in the treatment of inmates over the years. She is active in SCI Graterford’s “End of Life” and Hospice programs and has mastered the prison’s electronic medical records system as well as making sure that qualified inmates are registered for medical assistance prior to release.

March’s career at SCI Graterford began with a vendor in September 1990, transferring to state employment in December 1993. She has worked every staff nurse assignment on first and second shifts at the prison. In 2010, she was promoted to registered nurse supervisor. 

A graduate of Pottsgrove High School, March worked as a certified nursing assistant at Chester County Hospital and Manatawny Manor, while attending West Chester State College. After graduating in 1982, she worked at Phoenixville Hospital until 1989, followed by one year at a private physician’s practice.

Richard Baldasano

Near-perfect attendance, a positive attitude, as well as outstanding communication and conflict resolution skills, are all essential qualities for someone coordinating the daily food service operation for 5,000 prison inmates and staff.

Rick Baldasano, food service manager at SCI Graterford, has consistently demonstrated those qualities and more since joining the prison staff in 2005.

Despite the vast size and array of operational challenges of providing four million meals annually at SCI Graterford, Baldasano established himself early on as a strong leader, earning the respect of both inmates and staff members. 

Baldasano’s ability to think swiftly in a fast-paced environment has been an asset as he supervises the preventative and reactive maintenance of SCI Graterford’s aging culinary equipment and the front line staff personnel.

A graduate of Methacton High School and the Culinary Institute of America, Baldasono previously worked as an assistant chef, sous chef and executive chef and several area restaurants and country clubs. For 28 years before joining Graterford’s staff, Baldasono was the chef owner of the Woodside Inn in Schwenksville.

Additionally, Baldasono has also been a volunteer with the Lower Frederick Fire Company for the past 17 years, serving as firefighter, fire marshal and deputy fire chief.
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