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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

Sept. 18, 2014
Corrections Secretary Appoints New Superintendent at SCI Huntingdon
Harrisburg – Secretary of Corrections John Wetzel today named James Eckard II as superintendent at the State Correctional Institution at Huntingdon. 
“James has been instrumental in a variety of leadership positions including corrections emergency response team leader and squad leader of corrections rifle specialist team.  He will use his leadership skills and policy knowledge to the betterment of SCI Huntingdon,” said Secretary Wetzel.

As superintendent of SCI Huntingdon, Eckard is responsible for more than 600 staff and approximately 2,100 inmates.
Eckard began his corrections career at SCI Cresson in 1987 as a corrections officer trainee.  He progressed through the ranks from corrections officer, sergeant and lieutenant earning the rank of captain in 1999.   
Eckard was promoted to major of the guard at SCI Smithfield in 2005.  At the same facility in 2008, he was named deputy superintendent for facilities management.  In December 2009, Eckard moved to SCI Huntingdon as deputy superintendent for facilities management. 

In 2011, Eckard provided guidance on the transition team at SCI Pittsburgh, serving as deputy superintendent for facilities management. He then returned to SCI Huntingdon.
Eckard earned his associates degree in criminology from Mount Aloysius College.
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