[image: image1.jpg]pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Benner Township’s Dittsworth Recognized for Outstanding Performance

Bellefonte – Wallace Dittsworth, a food service manager 2 who works at the State Correctional Institution at Benner Township, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ outstanding performance award.   
“When the new prison in Centre County was under construction, the Department of Corrections needed a hands-on expert in the kitchen. Wallace “Wally’’ Dittsworth was that person,” Superintendent David Pitkins said. 

For more than 25 years, Dittsworth has worked in the corrections’ food service departments, beginning his career as a food service instructor at SCI Smithfield in 1988 and in 1995 he was promoted to a managerial food service position at SCI Greene. 

It was only logical that in October 2012, Dittsworth was assigned to be part of the initial transition team at SCI Benner Township, helping to determine what supplies and equipment would be needed for the new facility. When the contractor work was finished, Dittsworth continued to make sure equipment worked properly, while overseeing the transfer of supplies and food. 

Working from a cramped office in the administration building and living out of a suitcase in a friend’s basement, Dittsworth maintained his patience and positive attitude as staff and inmates arrived at the new facility. He made sure that staff members and inmates received hot meals in dining areas that reflected a pleasant, congenial atmosphere. 

He also served as a sounding board to employees who were experiencing personal challenges during their transition from one facility to another, never complaining about his own trips back and forth to Greene County, selling his home there and searching for a new one in Centre County when his transfer to SCI Benner Township became official in February 2013.

In addition to serving nearly 7,000 meals a day, Dittsworth serves as an expert in food service, participates in audit processes and is an active member of the Supply Chain Transformation Committee for Food Service.
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