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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
Wernersville CCC’s Davis Awarded Corrections Department Medal of Valor

Wernersville – James Davis, a counselor who works at Department of Corrections’ Wernersville Community Corrections Center, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for assisting at the scene of an accident. 

Last October, James Davis was driving through Maidencreek Township in Berks County, when he came upon a traffic accident where the vehicle had veered off the road, hit a utility pole and caught fire. 

Inside the wrecked vehicle, the driver was bleeding and disoriented. 

“There was no way he was going to be able to get himself out of the vehicle,’’ Davis said.

Davis, along with several other good Samaritans, managed to contain the blaze with a fire extinguisher and pried open the door to get the injured man out of the burning wreckage before emergency rescue crews arrived.

“If those people had not helped him out, he would not have gotten out,’’ Davis said, crediting the collective efforts of everyone who stopped to help. “I just hope somebody would do that for me.’’ 

Davis started working at SCI Graterford in October 1990 as a corrections officer, earning a promotion to corrections counselor in 2006. Davis was also a member of the prison’s Corrections Emergency Response Team, Correctional Rifle Specialist Team and Fire Emergency Response Team. He also served as an instructor in defensive tactics instructor and security threat group training. 

In addition, Davis has been an instructor for defensive tactics at the community corrections center as well as an adjunct instructor at the Training Academy. A graduate of Lehigh County Community College, Davis moved to Wernersville as a corrections counselor in 2011.
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